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production was up, way up last year,
and so was demand. In fact, the indus-
try is producing more gas under these
leases, but they cannot keep up with
demand because Democrats and their
radical environmental allies will not
allow the leasing of new areas. Ninety-
seven percent of Federal offshore areas
are not leased. Ninety-four percent of
Federal onshore areas are not leased.

Again, I say, Mr. Speaker, the Demo-
crats are inventing false arguments to
keep us from increasing our supply of
energy in this country.

———
LOWER GAS AND ENERGY PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) for 5
minutes.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I want to take just a moment, before 1
start with any of my energy remarks,
to welcome President Chen, Joy and
Sean Chen here with General Protecht
that is opening up a business in my dis-
trict in Barnesville, Georgia. It’s great
to have them visiting Washington, D.C.

What I really want to talk to the
people about today, Mr. Speaker, is the
fact that it is time that the American
people understand where Congress is on
providing them with our own resources
to bring about lower gas prices and
lower energy prices.

I have had several constituents and
people e-mailing me and calling me,
asking me about a number of petitions
that were on the Web or that were in
service stations or in Wal-Marts or in
Home Depots, and they were wanting
to know how I felt about drilling on-
shore, about drilling in deep water and
about bringing more refineries on line.

So, as I looked at some of these peti-
tions—and some of them I saw—one
was on American solutions, and there
were others, but the one on American
solutions had about 600,000 signatories.
Six hundred thousand Americans had
taken the time to go to that Web site
to sign the petition that said, ‘‘Drill
now. Drill here. Less price.” Less gaso-
line price.

So I thought, you know, that’s inter-
esting because we know how these con-
stituents feel, but do our constituents
really know, Mr. Speaker, how Mem-
bers of Congress feel? Because we do
things up here to keep the American
people from knowing exactly what we
do think because we make these issues
as to so many different subject matters
that we can find excuses to vote for or
against most any proposal that is
brought to this floor. So what I want to
do is simplify it, simplify it for the
American people—for our constitu-
ents—and, Mr. Speaker, for the Mem-
bers of Congress.

So I came up with a petition for this
House of Representatives, and the peti-
tion is simple. The petition says:
““American energy solutions for lower
gas prices. Bring onshore oil on line.
Bring deep water oil on line, and bring
new refineries on line.”
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I've got a petition here. Don’t worry.
This is one board. We've got five
boards. We’ve got every district, all 435
Members who can vote in this House.
We’ve got a petition, and it says, ‘I
will vote to increase U.S. o0il produc-
tion to lower gas prices for Ameri-
cans.” How simple is that? That’s pret-
ty simple.

So what we’ve done is we’ve got this.
Congressman PRICE and myself didn’t
bring it out until, really, after every-
body had kind of gone home up here
last Thursday, and we’ve already got-
ten 20 signatories. I've got two pens
that I'm going to attach to these peti-
tions. Mr. Speaker, I'm going to put
them over here by the back door here
on the minority side, and I'm going to
invite every Member of Congress who
believes that they would vote to reduce
these prices to come by and sign them.

Just to give the American people,
Mr. Speaker, a way to look at this, we
are going to post, and are going to try
to post in as real a time as we can, on
different Web pages who has signed it.
So, if you want to know who has signed
so far, you can go to House.gov/West-
moreland, and you can also go to
GOP.gov/energy. Now, these are two
Web sites that are going to have posted
by the end of the day who all has
signed. If you, Mr. Speaker, or if any-
body out there might want to know if
your Congressman has signed, then you
can go to that Web site.

We have had all different types of ar-
guments in this House about energy,
and the Democrats had an energy bill
that they proposed and actually passed
that President Bush signed into law in
December of 2007. The Democratic ma-
jority passed this as one of their big
issues in January of 2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. With that,
I'll leave it up to Mr. PRICE, but for
every Member in this House, the pens
are here; the petition is here. Let the
American people know how you feel.

———

THE STATE OF ISRAEL’S 60TH
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Hampshire (Mr. HODES) for 2 min-
utes.

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, just last
month, we celebrated the 60th anniver-
sary of the creation of the State of
Israel.

Last year, I was privileged to take
my first trip to the Promised Land.
Israel is the birthright for Jews around
the world. As our stanchest ally, Israel
is the only democracy in the Middle
East, but to Jews, it is much more. It
is the homeland, the true community
that my own Jewish ancestors dreamed
of when hounded by anti-Semitism, re-
pression and violence.

To truly honor Israel on this 60th an-
niversary, we must seek a true, lasting
peace from committed partners to pro-
vide for Israel’s long-term survival, se-
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curity and prosperity. For Jews in
America, we owe it to our ancestors to
protect the Jewish homeland that they
toiled for centuries to achieve. We owe
to it our grandparents and to our great
grandparents who never saw the Prom-
ised Land. We owe it to our children
and to our grandchildren, who must al-
ways know a world with a Jewish
homeland. We owe them peace in our
time.

———

RISING GAS PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. PRICE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
it’s a privilege to come to the well of
the House and address this body. It’s
Tuesday, about 16 minutes to 1 o’clock,
and the House is back in session for an-
other week.

Today, we are going to be taking up
some interesting resolutions. H.R. 1002
expresses support for the designation of
April 2008 as Public Radio Recognition
Month. We are going to take up House
Resolution 1029, which congratulates
and recognizes Chi-Chi Rodriguez for
his continued success on and off the
golf course. We are going to rename a
post office in Cleveland, Ohio. We are
going to rename another post office in
Rancho Mirage, California, and we are
going to recognize or have a bill that
recognizes the historical significance
of Juneteenth Independence Day.
That’s what is on tap for the House of
Representatives today, Mr. Speaker.

What aren’t we going to do?

Well, we aren’t going to do what my
constituents in the Sixth District of
Georgia want us to do and what Ameri-
cans all across this Nation want us to
do, and that is to deal with the issue of
gas prices, of rising gas prices. For an-
other week, we’re not going to deal
with that because the leadership in
this House, the Democrat leadership in
this House, will not allow the bills to
come to the floor that will increase
American energy for Americans.

The average gas price in this Nation
today, Mr. Speaker, is $4.08 a gallon. In
California, it’s $4.60 a gallon. In Con-
necticut, it’s $4.38 a gallon. Now, facts
are stubborn things, Mr. Speaker, but
there are some laws of economics that
are driving all of this.

Part of it, not all of it, is supply and
demand, and there are some other facts
that are important for all of us to ap-
preciate. The United States expanded
its dependence on foreign members of
the Organization of Petroleum Export-
ing Countries—that’s OPEC, Mr.
Speaker—by a full 7 percent in 2007
alone. That means we increased our de-
pendence on foreign oil. The United
States is the only developed Nation in
the world that forbids, that forbids,
Mr. Speaker, safe energy production in
its Outer Continental Shelf. That’s
deep sea exploration. We are the only
developed Nation in the world to do
this.

The U.S. Minerals Management Serv-
ice estimates that America’s Outer
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Continental Shelf contains nearly 86
billion barrels of oil, 86 billion barrels
of oil. How much is that, Mr. Speaker?
It’s enough o0il to replace OPEC im-
ports for 50 years. We can gain that in
an environmentally sensitive and
sound way without threatening the en-
vironment.

On our side of the aisle, for the Re-
publicans, when those votes have come
up in the House, 81 percent of us have
supported deep sea exploration for
American energy for Americans. As for
the other side of the aisle, when those
votes have come up, 83 percent of
House Democrats have opposed this.

So, as my friend Mr. WESTMORELAND
has said, we are going to break it down
pretty simply. Who wants to bring on-
shore oil on line for Americans? Who
wants to bring deep water oil on line
for Americans? Who wants to increase
refining capacity in America? Amer-
ican energy for Americans, which
Members of this body want to do that?

We’ve got a petition. We’ve got the
pens at the ready, Mr. Speaker. All it
takes is for Members to step up and to
find their line and sign, and if they
need help finding their line, we’ll be
glad to help them. It’s important. It’s
important that the American people
know that this body, the House of Rep-
resentatives, appreciates the chal-
lenges that they’re having right now at
the gas pump, with filling up their cars
and their vehicles, the difficulty of the
truckers across this Nation in deliv-
ering the goods and services.

It’s imperative that this House of
Representatives addresses the issue of
conservation, yes, alternative fuel, yes,
but increasing supply. When you hear
our friends on the other side of the
aisle, they will say, well, there’s al-
ready land that has been leased to the
o0il companies, and they aren’t using it.
Well, you’re right. They’re not using it
because there’s no oil underneath it.
They need to go where the oil is, and
the oil is demonstrated in the deep sea
exploration that we ought to allow.

So, Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to stand
here with my colleague who has
brought forward the kind of clear evi-
dence that Members of this House can
demonstrate to their constituents back
home and to their colleagues here in
the House. It’s time to increase Amer-
ican supply of American energy for
Americans. I call on the leadership, on
the Speaker of the House and on the
leadership of the majority party—the
Democrats—to bring those bills for-
ward. Let us vote.

———

WELCOMING OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 1 minute.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure today to welcome a group
from my hometown, Olivet Baptist
Church, hosted by their pastor, Ken-
neth Whalum, Jr.

Pastor Whalum’s father, Pastor Ken-
neth Whalum, Sr., passed away last
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year, and this House named the post of-
fice on South Third Street, the main
post office in Memphis, in his memory.

He was a city councilman, an out-
standing community leader, a clergy-
man of renown, and my friend. He has
three sons—two musicians, one of
whom is Kirk Whalum, as many of you
know from his saxophone playing—and
then his son, Pastor Kenneth Whalum,
Jr., who serves on the Memphis City
School Board and who is a political and
ecumenical leader in the City of Mem-
phis as well.

I welcome Olivet Baptist Church to
the House of Representatives, and I
give praise to them for helping me get
here.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 50
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LARSEN of Washington)
at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

O God, who rules all the world from
everlasting to everlasting, during the
time given them, help this Congress to
set a great agenda for this Nation and
its future. Grasping a sense of the ur-
gent needs of Your people, may this
week provide a sense of priorities. May
the desires of the common good over-
shadow particular concerns and per-
sonal preferences.

Inspire each Member to draw upon
his or her best instinct and highest
ideal so true goodness overcomes every
evil and determined work whittles
away at every problem, until this great
Nation becomes Your living glory for
all the world to see.

Show us the way, fill us with life, and
let truth reign, both now and forever.
Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. BOSWELL)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. BOSWELL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

IOWANS UNITED IN TIME OF
TROUBLE

(Mr. BOSWELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, today I
come to share with you that Iowa is in
a lot of trouble. We have had extensive
floods, the worst I have ever seen, in
our part of the country, and it is dev-
astating. Since I saw you last, I have
spent hours and hours with the United
Way, Red Cross, civic leaders, both
city, county, State, emergency oper-
ations centers in and out, and so on,
and it is really tough.

We have experienced that before in
this Nation. In our Pledge we say ‘‘in-
divisible,” and we are. This country
will stand behind us, we know that, and
we look forward to that possibility.

I fly an old airplane, and so I spent
Saturday afternoon with one of my
staff flying over the various cities, and
a lot of them were really tough. When
I flew down over Cedar Rapids low level
and looked down upon the homes and
businesses, at the devastation, the
roads out, bridges, et cetera; over Iowa
City, the university, with a lot of
flooded buildings and so on; and then
over to Ottumwa and back up the Des
Moines River, it looked like a big lake.
A lot of cropland is ruined, over 17 per-
cent, maybe more, and will not produce
this year.

So we need the help of the country.
We need the help of this Congress. And
I salute the people of Iowa for coming
together. They have come together
with determination. I asked one lady in
the Emergency Operations Center after
telling me all these things, I said,
“How are you doing?’’ She said, ‘“‘You
know, we are like family. We have
pulled together. We are going to do
this, but we are going to have to have
some help.”

Mr. Speaker, I would hope today our
Speaker and leaders will be ready to
help Iowa and other States out there
who are in dire need of help at this
time.

—————

HONORING WKSK, A PILLAR OF
THE ASHE COMMUNITY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor a pillar of the Ashe County,
North Carolina, community, WKSK
radio and its owner Jan Caddell. Most
of the Fifth District of North Carolina
is a rural landscape, and beautiful,
mountainous Ashe County is no excep-
tion.
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